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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose 
This study was conducted with the intention of 
gaining insight into the relationship which exists 
between the occupation and the educational attainment 
of parents, and the occupational preferences and 
educational plans of their children. 
Many theories have been advanced as to the forces 
~rl1ich go into occupational selection and the processes 
which are involved in eventually determining a person's 
life work. For this research study one factor, of 
special interest to the author, was chosen for s·;:)ecia.l 
examination. This factor was parental influence. 
Source of the Data 
For this research study, a questionnairel was 
administered to all of the school children from the 
kindergarten through the twelfth grade in the town of 
Frankfort, Illinois.2 
A total of 597 questionnaires was distributed. Of 
these, 394 were handed out to the children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade, at school, and 205 v:rere mailed to 
the high school students. 
1A cony of the questionnaire is in the Apuendix of 
this paper. 
2Information about the town of Frankfort, Illinois 
is in the Appendix of this pauer. 
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Of the 597 questionnaires distributed, a total of 
447 were returned, 122 from the high school children 
and 325 from the grade school children. The 122 was 
equivalent to 603 of the high school children, and 
the 325 was equivalent to 833 of the grade school 
children. The total of 447 was about 753 of the 597 
questionnaires distributed.3 
Of the l~47 questionnaires returned, 224 were from 
boys and 223 were from girls.4 
Treatment of the Data 
In order to analyze the data gathered from this 
study, an occupational structure and a structure of 
educational levels of attainment were needed. For the 
occupational structure, the seven divisions of the 1949 
edition of the Dictionary of Occupational Titles ·were 
selected. Ali of the parents' occupations were classi-
fied as: Professional and Managerial;·Clerical and 
Sales; Services; Agriculture, Fishing, and Forestry; 
Skilled; Semi-Skilled; or unskilled. lul of the children's 
occupational choices were also classifred in the seven 
categories, as their respective occupational choices 
were cl~ssified in the Dictiona:ry: of Occupational Titles. 
3Table A in the Aooendix shows the number of 
questionnaires distributed and returned by grade. 
4Table B in the Appendix shows the distribution 
of the returns by grades, by sex. 
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For the structure of the educational levels, three 
levels were chosen for grouping. They were: Less than a 
High School Diploma; High School Diploma; and High School 
Diploma Plus, which included any kind of training beyond 
high school. The parents' educational attainments and 
the children's educational plans were then tabulated in 
one of the three levels. 
On the basis of these two structures, the data 
contained in Tables 1-9 were tabulated. 
Limitations of the Scope of the Studx 
There we.re certain factors which limit the scope 
of the conclusions of the study. 
While the data include information from children in 
kindergarten through twelfth grade, the children's 
backgrounds were limited due to the fact that the town 
is small, 1500 people. 
Another factor which may possibly have limited the 
conclusions was what seemed to be an over-balance of 
response from the middle class. Frankfort was predomin-
antly a middle class to~~. It anpeared doubtful that 
much res~onse in returning questionnaires came from the 
lower or upner classes. 
Of the high school age children, those who had 
already dropped out of school were not included in the 
study. The figures on the numbers and percentages of 
children in the various educational levels of plans do 
not include these drop-outs. 
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This study was able to measure only those choices 
and ~lans which the children had at the time they were 
filling out the questionnaires. These choices and plans 
were likely to change at any time, and thus a similar 
survey conducted at a different tL~e might reveal very 
different results. 
CHAPTER II 
REL'\TED RESFARCH 
Although the research vn1ich has been done in the 
area of factors affecting occupational choices has been 
limited, there have been some studies made and some 
theories offered. 
The related research which has be.en done is 
discussed here in terms of three tonics. Th.e first of 
these three is the view of occupational selection as a 
process in 'Which the reality of the child's nre.ferences 
depends uDon his a~e, maturity, and develonment. 
The second are.a of concern is the research which has 
been done on the types of choices or the specific choices 
which children of varied ages have made. 
The final area of research is that which has been 
done on the relationship bet;-.1een the parent's occuoation 
and the child's occupational preferences. 
Several s~~dies in the area of vocational development 
have been done by Donald Suner and Eli Ginzberg and associates. 
Ginzberg concluded that: (1) occul;)ational choice is 
a developmental nrocess rather than a single decision; 
(2) this orocess is largely irreversible; and(3) it 
eventually ends in a compromise of inte;;:-e.sts, abilities, 
and the availabilities of the situation in which the 
individual finds himself .s 
5Eli Ginzberg _e_t __ a_l,, Occupational Choice : An 
Approach to a Theory, (New York: Columbia. university Press, 
l951) 
_!:)_ 
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This approach was relatively new. The traditional 
approach had been to view occupational choice from a 
more limited factor or causal approach. For examnle, 
one individual ended up in an occupation because of a 
series of coincidences or accidents. For another person, 
impulse might have led him to make a certain choice. 
This newer approach took all of the previous factors 
into consideration, but also considered the growth and 
maturation of the individual. Many people disagreed 
with Ginzberg on the irreversability of this process, but 
most people recognized that some sort of compromise ·was 
involved. 
Super and his associates have contributed a 
structuring of this process into life stages. Five main 
stages have been offered along with some further sub-stages.6 
I. Growth Stage (birth - 14) 
A. Fantasy (4 - 10) 
B. Interest (11-12) 
c. Capacity (13-14) 
II. Exploration (15-24) 
A. Tentative (15-17) 
B. Transition (18-21) 
c. Trial (22-24) 
III. Establishment Stage (25-44) 
IV. ~.aintenance Stage (45-64) 
v. Declining Stage (65-on) 
6 
Donald Super et al., 
A Framework for Research, 
Press, 1957) p • 40. 
Vocational Develoement: {New York: Columbia University 
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The first two of these stages were more closely 
related to this research study. The fantasy period 
corresponded to grades kindergarten through fifth. 
The interest stage included grades six and seven. The 
capacity sta.ge included grades eight and nine. And the 
tentative stage included tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 
grades. 
Those occupations for kinderzarten through fifth 
grades were likely to be unrelated to the interests 
or abilities of the children because it was probable 
that the children of these ages had little knowledge 
of either their o'tm abilities and future interests or 
of the abilities or interests needed for various types 
of work. If SUper was correct, the choices of those 
childj:en in the sixth and seventh grades should reflect 
their interests, and the choices of the eighth and the 
ninth graders should reflect what they thought their 
abilities were. Those choices of the children in the 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades should be more closely 
related to what their eventual occupations were to be. 
Two other studies which were contradictory, regarding 
whether or not high school children were capable of making 
realistic choices, were the study conducted by Frances M. 
Carp in 1949, and the Project Talent Survey in 1960 and 
its follow-up in 1962. 
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In 19l~9, Car9 conducted a survey of 165 high school 
boys in ninth, tenth, eleventh, and t~"1elfth grades in a 
high school in Southern California. His conclusion was 
that boys seem to have realistic occupational goals, and 
that they seem to accept these goals easily, showi.ng no 
need to compensate with lofty fantasy vocations.7 
A more recent study, The Project Talent Survey and 
its follow-up, which were conducted by the united States 
Govern1.1ent and which involved l~hO, OOO high school students, 
concluded that "the American high school boy does not 
1 · f wh h d • l "f n8 have a very c ear idea o at e wants to o in i e ••• 
While these two studies do not reach the same 
conclusion, the populations tested were different and 
a time span of over ten years had elapsed between the t\\lO 
studies. 
Most studies reach similar conclusions about the 
types of occupations ~,;rhich children prefer. Two studies, 
one conducted in New York and the Other in Ohio, both 
conducted in the forties, show similar results. 
The first of these two was conducted by Flege and 
Malone in New York in 1946. It studied 533 boys and girls 
in two junior and senior high schools. The results of 
this study showed that 533 of the boys and 473 of the 
girls made choices in the Professional and Managerial field. 
7Frances M. Carp, Occuoations, November 1949, p.97. 
8Report on Project Talent, St.Louis Post-Dispatch, 
October 16, 1965. 
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Of the girls, 29% chose the clerical field; 203 of the 
boys chose a skilled trade and 133 chose the agricultural 
field. Very few boys and girls chose a semi-skilled or 
an unskilled job.9 
The second of these two studies was conducted by 
Dale in 1948 in Cincinnati. A total of 1,658 eighth-
grade boys and girls wer.e asked to make occupational 
ureference.s. The results are described as follows: 
What would Cincinnati be like if these eighth 
grade students beceme the sole inhabitants of the 
city, in jobs of their choice, ten years from now? 
••• Health services would be very high, with 
eighteen people suooorting one doctor ••• It may be, 
however, that they would all be needed in a city 
that had no garbage dis9osal workers, no laundary 
\'1orkers, and no 'i':rater supnly, since. no one chose. 
to do that kind of \:JOrk ••• The two bus drivers 
will find that their customers get tir.e.d of i:,raiting 
and use the services of the sixty-seven airline 
pilots. It may be difficult getting to £5osley 
Field to se.e the forty baseball players. 
The final area of concern was the influence of 
family socio-economic factors such as parents' occupations 
and education on the child's vocational choice.. The 
available research in this area was viewed over a thirty 
year perspective. The first s~idy was re.ported by Neuberg 
in 1934. The next study was by Samson in 195:2. The next 
was by Super and his associates in 1957. The final study 
was conducted by Hanson in 1965. 
--------- -------------
9urban Fleege and Helen Malone, Journal of Educational 
Psxchology 9 Vol. 37, 1946, op.77-86. 
10 R.V.H. Dale, Occunations, April, 1948, o.419. 
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Neuberg, in 1934, discussed the role of the home in 
helping the child make his occupational choice. 
Whereas formerly the son had an opportunity 
to observe his father at 'trork and help him, 
and his parents gave him direct or indirect 
vocational counsel, now, the American home is 
more like a boarding house and it has ceased 
to try to help the child find a vocation for 
lfhich he is suited.11 
In 1952, Sa~son and Stefflre conducted a survey 
of six senior classes in l.os Angeles. They concluded 
that social background is a significant factor in occu-
pational choice. Occupation is the most frequently 
recognized factor of socio-economic background. Children 
seemed to be significantly influenced by the tyi)e of work 
their oarents do.12 
Donald Super, in his book The Psychology:,of Careers: 
an Introduction to Vocational Development, says, "The 
family has an important influence on the vocational 
development of the individual.n He also reports,"'l'b.e 
economic status or educational level of one generation 
tends to remain that of the previous generation. The 
children of unskilled workers tend to be unskilled workers. 
11Maurice J. Neuberg, Principles and Methods of 
Vocational Choice, (New York: Prentice-Ha!!, Inc., 1§34) 
PI>• 4-s: 
12Ruth Samson and Buford Stefflre, Personnel and 
Guidance Journal, October, 1952. 
-11-
The children of professional men tend to enter the nrofessions ••• 
One of the main factors is inheritance of mental ability. 
Other~factors a:re-:; ···value systems, life style, cont.e.cts,etc.ul3 
The most recent of the studies was conducted in 1965 
by Jerrod T. Hanson. Two hundred ninety-seven ninth graders 
in a rural midwestern community were surveyed. They lvere. 
asked to give their occupational preferences, their 1?arents' 
occupations, and what thei1 .. oarents wanted them to be. '!he 
results showed that these ninth graders wanted to enter 
occu~ations with higher prestige than their parents had.14 
This concluded the review of the related literature. 
There ;:.7as ve.r.y liti:le available on the subject of occuoational 
Dreferences. What was available was contradictory, making 
it difficult, if not im~os~ible, to come to any definite 
conclusions. 
13 Donald Super, T'ne Pslchology of 
Introduction to Vocational Develooment, 
Harper and Brothers, 1957} Chapters !7 
14 
Careers: .An 
(New York: 
and 18. 
Jerrod T. Hanson, Vocational Guidance quarterly, 
Surruner, 1965. p.261. 
CHAPTER III 
PRE.SENT!J,TION OF THE RESULTS 
In order to study the data gathered from this survey, 
seve~al tables were developed. The first of these tables, 
Table 1, :i:~howa" the number of children's occupational 
choices which fell into each occupational category, and 
the percent of children's choices which were in each 
occupational category. 
For these tables, as 'l;•rell as all of the other occu-
pational tables, the st~Jcture used was that of the 
Dictionary of Occupational Titles. The categories included 
in this structure are: Professional and Managerial; Clerical 
and .Sales; Services; Agriculture, Fishing, and Forestry; 
Skilled; Semi-skilled; and Unskilled. 
As would probably be expected, this table :.Showe that 
the Professional and Manage.rial category was the most popular. 
The next most frequently chosen categoi-.r was the Service 
category. Not one child in any grade listed an occupational 
choice in the Unskilled category, and only a very small 
percentage chose jobs in the Semi-skilled category. 
With the exception of the kindergarten, first, and 
second grades, about 503 of the children expTessed an 
occupational preference for an occupation in the Professional 
and Managerial category. 
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TABLE l 
OCCUPATIONAL STIWCTURE OF CHILDRri:N 1S CHOICES 
Grade Occupational Categories 
in Prof. & Man Cler .&Sales Services Ag.,Fish., For. Skilled School 
% v1 % no. no. /0 no. <t no. no. & 
Kinder-
garten 5 121. 7 0 0 10 43.5 2 8.7 0 0 
I 
First I 0 28.l 0 0 9 } 28.1 3 9.4 I 2 I 6.3 / I i . 38.4 . 11.5.4 i 5.8 8 115.4 Second 20 2 3.8 8 3 I 
)42.1 lio.5 l l 5.3 I i 16 4 Third l 2.6 7 ilB.4 2 ' I t • ho.8 Fourth 21 56.7 4 10.8 3 i 8.1 l 2.1 4 I ~ f 1i.4 • ~ Fifth 25 .56.8 0 0 5 6 13.6 i l ~ 2.3 ' ! 27 .3 I Sixth 17 51. 7 0 0 9 3 9.1 i 0 0 I 9 .1 I Seventh 17 511.8 3 l ' 1 3.2 3 f 3.2 I l 9.7 ~ I s .. 1 I 8.6 ' ~ l Eighth 18 51.3 3 7 f 20 .. 0 2 4 l 111.h 
l10.3 
I . l 
12' 141.4 ~ • ' Ninth 3 5 17.2' 3 10.J l 0 \ 0 i 
16.1 i i l 17 53.2 ! i::'. 15.6 5 · 15.6 Tenth 2 0 0 ,,., ~ 
' l 3 0 Elevent:t 14 42.l i 3 f 9..4 7 121.0 5 1.5.3 ~ l ~ • • ~ 2.5 t } f i. Twelfth 13 46 •. .5 7 3 ~ 10.6 l 3.6 ~ l t 3 .6 
Total t t 2 04 28 i 79 
f. 
39 l i 26 
Semi-Skilled 
" 
J 
no. l % 
{; 
I 0 ft 0 J ~ 3.1 I l ~ l 4 " 1 7.7 i ~~ 
i ' ' 0 , 0 ~ I ' 2 i 5.4 i ~ I ~ 6 8 ~ 3 ·' . 
•- t 1 • I ., 0 ~ 0 ~ f ~ 6.4 i 2 i ~ • I .. ~ 0 ~ l l t, 2.,, • t I § J 
t 0 0 i ' 
' 
~ 
l Q 9 ' l f. I 0 ~ 0 [ ~ i 1 i 3.0 t ~ t 
r i I 3 .6 
~ 
'15 ! 
Unskilled 
no. % 
0 0 
0 I i 0 
' 
0 i 0 
~ Q. ~ 0 i 
t 
0 
!{ 
0 ;'< :ii ; 
I 
' 0 ~ 0 
·' ~ 
0 i ~ 0 
' I 0 0 
l 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 
1 0 0 t I 0 0 
0 
I 
i ~ 
f. 
i! 
f 
I 
I ~ ; 
~ 
I 
I 
I 
l I 
Undecided 
no. % 
6 26.1 
8 25 
7 13 • .5 
8 21 
2 S.4 
4 9.1 
4 12.l 
4 12.9 
0 0 
6 20.7 
3 I 9.4 
2 I 6.1 
2 1 7.1 
65 
I 
l-' 
v.> 
I 
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In the category Clerical and Sales, there we.re four 
srades in which no child rer;istered a choice. in this group. 
The 'b'velfth grade had 253, and the rest of the. grades ·were 
under 103. 
In the Service category, the range was from 33 in 
the seventh grade to 433 in the Kindergarten. No consistent 
pattern existed. 
For the category Skilled labor, four grades had no 
one expressing a choice in this category. For the. range 
it varied from 2.33 to 15.43 with an average of about 103. 
In the category Agriculture, Fishing, and Forestry, 
the ranz,e was from 33 to 163. All of the percent2ges 
were clustered around the 103 level. 
In the cate~ory Semi-skilled, five grades had no 
one expressing a choice in this category. The range was 
from 3.03 to 7.73 with most of them clustered around 53. 
No one made a choice in the unskilled category. The 
remainder ·were undecided. 
The next table, Table 2, was used to evaluate the 
children's educational nlans. For organizational purposes 
three levels of educational goals we.re chosen. 'Ihese 
three lev(~ls were: less than the high school diploma; 
comnletion of high school, and comryletion of high school 
nlus some additional training. These same three levels 
were used when evaluating the educational achievements of 
the children's oarents. As is evident, the undecided 
catep;ory was also use.d for Table 2, even though the number 
of children who had no sDecific educational plans was small. 
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TABLE 2 
CHILDJ?.EN' S EDUCATIONAL PLANS 
Grade '.o a a +-h ""n J:r _ .<:? _ J:r_ ~- , 
- -- R ~ 'P11'0 tw..:w,..,...· Aa..:I 
in -Per Per Per Per School Number Cent Number Cent Number Cent Number Cent 
-
Kinder-
garten 0 0 6 26.1 17 73.9 0 0 
First 0 0 9 28.l 22 68.8 1 3.1 
Second 0 0 17 32.7 33 63.5 2 3.8 
Third 1 2.6 6 15.9 31 81.6 0 0 
Fourth 0 0 7 18.9 30 81.l 0 0 
Fifth 0 0 10 2?..8 .34 77.7 0 0 
Sixth 0 0 10 30.1 23 69.9 0 0 
Seventh 0 0 7 22.6 24 77.4 0 0 
Eighth 2 s.7 5 14.3 28 80.0 0 0 
Ninth 0 0 8 27.8 21 72.2 0 0 
Tenth 0 0 7 21.9 25 78.1 0 0 
Eleventh 0 0 13 39.L~ 
I 
20 60.6 0 0 
Twelfth 0 0 8 28.6 20 71.L!. 0 
1 
0 
co 
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From this table, it -.is· possible to determine, for 
.any particular grade, the number of children and the 
per cent of the children in that grade who had educa-
tional 9lans which-would put them in each of the three 
categories. Likewise, the number and per cent· of the 
children in any·grade who were undecided as to what 
level of educational attainment they planned to reach 
could/also be determined. 
In only two grades, first and second, were there 
any children undecided as to their plans. Three per 
cent of the first grade, and four per cent of the second 
grade, or a total of three children were undecided. In 
only tt'1o grades, third and eighth, were there any students 
who did not plan to finish high school. Of the third grade ' 
2.63 and of the eighth grade 5.73, three children, did not 
plan to finish high school. 
All the remaining students e':pressed the desire to 
finish high school and stop, or to go on for further 
training. Of those planning to. receive a high school 
degree and stop, the range was from 15.~in the third grade 
to 39.43 in the eleventh grade. The remainder were 
clustered around 253 with some consistency. 
The next two tables contain information about the 
children's parents. The first of these two, Table 3, 
showed the number and the per cent of the parental occupations 
which were in each of the Dictionary of Occupational Title~ 
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occupational structure. These figures were arrived at 
by assuming that each child's questionnaire represented 
a set of parents; thus brother and sister relationships 
in which one set of narents might have more than one 
child filling out a questionnaire were not considered. 
These figures may have included double counting. ~1hile 
this count tallied only those living in Frankfort who 
had children, it included the major part of the working force 
and should have been fairly representative of the whole to~-m.. 
TABLE 3 
PA?lE:NTS' OCCUPATIONS BY CATEGORIES 
Category of Occupations Number of parents Per cent of 
Total 
0-Prof essional and 132 16.9 
Managerial 
1-Clerical and Sales 227 29.0 
2-Services 100 12.9 
3-Agriculture,Fishing 30 3.8 
and Forestry 
4-5-Skilled 131 14.4 
6".:.7-Serni-skilled 158 20.2 
8-9 Unskilled 15 1.9 
Total 783 
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'!he Professional and Managerial category had 16.93 
of the parents' occupations. Twenty-nine per cent of the 
9arents had an occupation in the category Clerical and 
Sales. Of the total 12.93 had Service occupations, 3.83 
were in Agriculture, Fishing, or Forestry, 14.43 t4ere 
in skilled jobs, 20.23 were semi-skilled, and only l.93 
were unskilled. 
With the exception of this last category, the 
parents were evenly distributed without a great bulk 
falling into one or tt\10 groups. 
Table 4 deals with the parents' educational levels. 
Here again, the three~level division was used and the 
number and percentage of parents in each level is 
given. Of the total group, 37.23 had less education 
than a high school degree, and 21.23 had training or 
education beyond the high school degree. 
TABLE 4 
PARENTS' EDUCATIONAL LEVELS 
Educational Level Number of Parents Per cent 
Total 
-
Less than H.s. Degree 325 37.2 
High school Degree .362 41.S 
H.S. Degree Plus 185 21.2 
Total 872 
of 
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The last series of tables, Table 5 through Table 8, 
deal with a comparison of children's choices and plans 
and their pnrents' occupations and educational levels. 
The first of these, Table S, is a tabulation, again 
by grades, of the number and the percentage of children 
express as their occupational choice, the same occupation 
as one of their parents had. 
TiffiLE 5 
CHILDREN EXP.RESSING THE SA~1E OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE AS 
THEIR PAR.E?\1TS' OCCUPATION 
-
-Grade Parent of the Parent of the 
in Same Sex Opnosite Sex 
School 
'l\lnmho.r Pe.'!" CPT!_t l\Tt~mr. ... .,... PPr~t-
Kinder-
garten 5 29.4 0 0 
First 9 37.5 0 0 
Second 8 17.8 0 0 
Third 9 30 0 0 
Fourth 9 25.7 0 0 
Fifth 11 27.5 l 2.s 
Sixth 4 13.8 0 0 
Seventh 6 22.2 0 0 
Eighth 5 lL~.3 0 0 
Ninth 4 17.4 0 0 
Tenth 8 27.6 0 0 
Eleventh 3 9.7 0 0 
Twelfth 3 11.5 0 0 
Total 84 1 
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Only one child chose the same occupation as his 
parent of the o~oosite sex, so these figures related 
almost solely to the uarent of the same sex. The range 
was from 9.73 to 37.53. The percentages were a little 
higher in the lo't'10r grades, but after the fifth grade 
the figures decreased. Of the kindergarten children, 29.43 
chose an occupation the same as their parent, 37.53 of 
the first grade, 17.83 of the second grade, 303 of the 
third grade, 25.73 of the fourth grade, 27.53 of the 
fifth grade, 13.83 of the sixth grade, 22.23 of the 
seventh grade, 14.33 of the eighth grade, 17.43 of the 
ninth grade, 27.63 of the tenth grade, 9.73 of the eleventh 
and 11.53 of the twelfth grade. 
Table 6 is similar to Table 5, in that it measures 
the relationship betwieen parental occupations and children's 
occupational choices. The essential difference between the 
tv.10 tables was that in Table 5, the children's choices 
were for the same occupation as their parent or parents, 
·whereas in Table 6, the figures ref er to the number of 
children who chose an occupation in the same occupational 
category as their parent's occupation. The categories of 
the occupations were once again those divisions of the 1949 
edition of the Dictionary of Occupationa~ Titles. 
In this table, the number of children expressing the 
same occupational category as the parent of the same sex 
varied from 13.83 in the sixth grade, to 503 in the first 
grade. Most of the percentages were clustered around 35-403. 
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T~~LE 6 
CHILDREN EXPRESSING AN OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE IN 
THE Sf.ME CATEGORY AS PARENTS' OCCUPATION 
-
Grade Parent of the Parent of the in Same Sex Oooosite Sex School 
Number Per cent . Number Per cent 
Kinder-
garten 7 41.2 3 17.7 
First 12 50 2 8.3 
Second 18 40 7 15.S 
Third 10 33.3 8 26.8 
Fourth 12 26.7 5 14.3 
Fifth 14 35 9 22.2 
Sixth 4 13.8 4 13.8 
Seventh 13 48.2 3 11.l 
Eighth 12 34.3 5 llJ..3 
Ninth 7 32.9 1 4.4 
Tenth ir 38.3 2 14.5 
Eleventh 14 46.7 3 10.0 
Twelfth 7 26.6 4 15.4 
--
Total 141 56 
Here again there did not seem to be any particular pattern 
observable other than that the oe.rcentages were higher in 
the lower grades than they ~rere in the upper grades. 
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In the section of the table dealing with job choices 
in the same category as the parent of the opposite sex, 
the percentages v-rere lower. The range ·went from 4.Lt·3 
in the ninth grade to 26.83 in the third grade. Most 
of the percentages were clustered about the 153 point. 
The two final tables deal with the relationship 
between the educational attainment of the parents and 
the educational plans of their children. Table 7 shows 
the relationships of the males and their parents, and 
Table 8 shows the relationshiµs of the females and 
their parents. 
Eight different categories were used for each of 
these tables. Each child's educational plans were 
compared with his mother's and father's educational 
attainments. After the comparison with the father was 
made, the child was recorded in either the coll:!IIln marked 
Same as Father, the one marked Highe.r than Father, or the 
one marked Lower than Father, depending upon how his plans 
compared with his father's attain.~ent. The same procedure 
·was followed for the cor:TJr~rison of the child and his mother. 
Here. the categories Same as Mother, Higher than }i:>ther, or 
Low~r than Mother were marked. If the child had plans 
~.rnich exceeded the educational attainments of both of his 
parents, the colunm labeled Higher than Both was marked. 
If his plans were for less education than either of his 
parents received, the column Lower than Both was marked. 
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TABLE 7 
COMPARISON OF BOYS' EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 
AND PARENTS' EDUCATIONAL LEVELS 
Grade Same as Same as ~igher Higher Higher Lower Lower 
in - ,_.,.. -· . -- 4-'hJl,., ,.. +-h.~Tt M_ +-nA1l 'Rn +-h~tn F t-h• ,,.. 'M Pd. . 
School no. ~ 3 . no •. 3 . no. 3_. no. 3 . no. 3. no •• 3 no. 
Kinder-
garten 8 57.2 6 42.9 6 42.9 8 57.2 5 35.7 0 0 0 
First 2 16.7 2 16.7 9 75 9 75 9 75 0 0 0 
Second 6 19.4 9 29.0 22 71.0 18 58 14 45.l 1 3.2 0 
Third 4 25 3 18.7 12 75 12 75 11 68.7 0 0 l 
Fourth 8 40 5 25 11 55 14 70 11 55 0 0 0 
Fifth 9 39.i 4 17.4 14 ,61.9 18 78.5 13 56.€ 0 0 1 
Siath 4 21.1 5 26.4 13 58.5 14 73.7 13 68.S l 5.3 
' 
0 
Seventh 2 11.1 3 16.7 15 B3.4 14 77.8 10 55.5 0 0 ~ 1 I Eighth 7 .31.8 7 31.8 15 68.2 19 86.4 . 11 50 0 0 1 
Ninth 7 58.3 5 41.7, 5 ~1.7 7 58.3 4 33.3 0 0 1 1 
Tenth 5 45.4 2 18.2 5 ~5.4 7 63.6 4 36.4 0 0 I 0 
Elevent 11. 6 40.0 2 26.7 9 60 '10 66.7 6 40 0 0 i 1 
Twelfth 6 46.2 5 38.5 7 72.2 8 61.5 5 38.5 0 0 of 
Total 74 .60 143 158 116 2 • 6 
Th.e total number of boys from each grade, that are. 
included in this table can be found by adding the 
columns, Same as Father, Higher than Father, and 
Lower than Father, and by adding Same as Mother, 
· Higher than Mother, and Lower than Mother. Some 
boys may have been compared to one parent and not to 
· the other because one parent was deceased or because 
the questionnaire.. Thus, for any grade the totals 
arrived at by adding the mother columns may not be 
I the years of schooling for one was not answered on 
l the same as the totals from adding the father columns. 
-
* The column labeled Lower than Both was omitted from this 
table because no boy expressed plans for attaining a 
level which was lower than both of this parents. 
3 
0 
0 
0 
6.3 
0 
43 
0 
s.s 
LJiS 
9J. 
0 
6J_ 
0 
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For these tables, the three previously discussed 
levels; Less than High School Diploma, High School Diploma, 
and High School Dinloma Plus were used in evaluation. Thus, 
when a column ·was labeled Same as Father, it referred to 
the fact that a child had indicated that his educational 
plans were to reach the same level of attainment which his 
father had reached. 
There were very few children ranking in the Lower 
than Father, Lower than Y.i0ther, or Lower than Both 
categories. 
There was much fluctuation in the remaining categories 
from grade to grade. In the boys table, those specifying 
the same level as their f~ther ~vent from 11.13 in the 
seventh grade to 58.33 in the ninth grade. The average 
was around 403. The catego'lji" Same Level as Mother had 
a smaller range, 16.73 to 42.93 with 253 to 303 as the average. 
The category Higher than Father ranged from 41.73 to 83.43 
with 653 to 703 as the average. Higher than Mother ranged 
from 573 to 863 ,.nth an average of about 703. 
In the girls' table, from 19.13 to 47.63 specified the 
same educational category as their father. Here the average 
was close to 353. In the Same as Mother category, the range 
was 19.l to 42.83 with an average of about 303 to 353. 
In the Higher than Father category, the ran~e was from 
523 to 853 with the average around 603 to 653. In the Higher 
than Mother catego'lji", the range was from 473 to 77.83 with 
the average about 603. 
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TABLE S 
COMPARISON OF GIRLS' EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 
AND PARENTS' EDUCATIONAL LEVELS 
!Lower 
M than I=". 
I I l ' I l '.' K o d ' I t ' ~ i in er- } 1 ; 1 .1 ! . I ! 1 
r:..arten i 3 33.4 2 [22.21 7177.~ 6 6.7, 6166.7\ 
_ _,.. ' ~ . ' ~ l ~ t "' I f t ~ ~. ~ ~ i ; I J ' ~ I i 
First 9 !45 ~ 7 1 35 l 12 ! 60 ! 11 ~55 I 8 140 l ,t f ' ~ { l : i'. 
\ ! ' : ' i ·' ' : ' Second ~10 j47.6~ 9 42.8)12!57.~ 11 j52.4j 8 138.11 
~ E : : i ,i. \ ; , 
Third 9 l40. 9i 7 31. 8 13 ! 59. 2! 12 ~54.6! 9 1'.40. 9i l i j ~I!; 
·'· ( j :f ~ C? f 
Fourth 4 23.5~ 5 29.2 12) 70.6[ 13;;76.Sf11 !6~-.81 
" ~ { ~ : ;: 
Fifth 7 ;33.31:9 42.8 1047.d14f66.7l 91.'i.~2.s§ 
l '1 ~ t t J f 
sixth 6 l42.sJs 3s.1: 750 l sls7.2i 3i21.!h 
seventh 5 bs.sl 4 30.8 8 61 ·l, B ki.sl 6 ~46.li 
I ' ! 1 1 .. · ; ( j i L . '· 
Eighth 4 j30.8j 4 30.8' 9 69.j 8 'f>l.5! 7 ~53.Bi 
; ~ i ;; ~; r . 
Ninth 7 ir~1.2E s 29.4 11 64.l 9 t!s2.s[ 6 bs.~' I ~ ~ J ~ t ~ 
Tenth 4 !19.ll L~ 19.116, 76.J.! 18 flS.7! 16f76.lt 
~ 7 ; I ~ !. ,~ ·:: 
f ·. ' j ! I ~ 
Eleventh 5 27.8J4 )22.213j72.~ 12:166.7!llf61.ij 
no. 
0 0 0 
1 5 0 
t 
0 0 l 0 l 
' 
l 4.5 I 0 ~ 
. ~ o~ 0 0 
' 
·' 
I 
~ 
l jli..8 { 0 i• 
l ~ ) 
2 ll4. 3 t 0 
I ? ! ~ 
\ , 
117.7 :.· 0 
' I 
ot 0 1 
' O; 0 0 
! 
ot 0 0 
, 
, 1; 5.5 l 
' 
: 
i 
o; 0 1 Twelfth :_6 i4o ! 4 !.16...J! 11! 73. ~ s (s3.~ 7 !46. ~ 
Total Lz..~--· t~-- ; 141 I !_3~ ~ 101_._L_2 3 
The total number of girls from each grade, that are 
included in this table can be found by adding the 
columns, Same as Father, Higher thc>.n Father, and 
Lower than Father, and by adding Same as Mother, 
Higher than Mother, and Lower than 1•iother. Some 
girls may have been compared to one parent and not to 
the other be.cause one na:r.ent was de.ceased or because 
the years of schooling-for one was not answered on 
the questionnaire. Thus, for any grade, the totals 
arrived at ov adding the mother colu;r.ns may not be 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7.7 
0 
0 
5.5 
6.7 
___ th_e_ Sa'.f!_El._as i:,he. totals from_adding_ the father columns. -·-
* '.Ihe column labeled Lower than Both was ormnitted from this 
table because there was only one entry. ( in tw·elfth grade) 
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From 35.73 to 753 of the boys planned to get more 
education than either parent had, with an average around 
453 to 503. 
This concludes the ?resentation of the data used 
for analysis of the relationship between parental 
occupations and educational attainments and children's 
occupational choices and educational plans. 
Efforts were made to incorporate a study of the 
age of the parents, and the relationship between them 
and their child in occupational choice and educational 
~tans. This effort was unsuccessful because the data 
was too limited. 
Consideration was also given to including some study 
regarding the distcnce which parents commute to work, 
but this effort was abandoned because it failed to 
affect conclusively any part of the study. 
CH.APTER IV 
INTERPRETATION OF THE RESULTS 
'!he preceding chapter of this paper contains· the 
data collected from this research study. It is the 
purpose of this chapter to attempt an explanation of 
these data. 
There are three main groups of data involved, the 
data involving the children's nreferences and plans, 
the data concerning the parents' present occu~ations 
and their educational attainment, and finally the 
section comoaring the two previous sections. 
Within the first group of data, there were b~o areas 
vlhich were considered. First of these was the children's 
occupational choices, and the second was their educational 
plans. There was one table on which the data for the 
children's occupational choices was computed, Table 1. It 
contained both the raw numbers and the percentage figures 
related to the children's occupational choices when struc-
tured according to the ~ictionary of._Occupational Cho~. 
From the results shown on Table l, the most obvious 
characteristic observed about the children's occupational 
choices tV'hen they were grouped by the Dictionary of Occupa-
tional Titles classification system, was the dispropor-
tionately high nercentage of children choosing a Professional 
or Manar,erial occu~ation. From a low of 21.73 in kindergarten 
to a high of 56.83 in the fifth grade, nearly all had around 
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fifty percent of their students in this category. From 
kindergarten to the fifth grade the percentage rose. 
After the fifth grade it slowly declined, probably as the 
students became more realistic in their occupational choices. 
In kindergarten, the Services category had twice as 
many children as had the Professional and Managerial 
category. This category included such occupations a.s nurse, 
policeman, and fire.man which ·were po.,ula.r occu:oations 
among the younger children. One occupation which seemed 
to be popular through all of the grades was that of teaching. 
This was a pr.inciole factor in boosting the percentages in 
the Professional and Managerial category • 
. Another interesting observation from this table was 
the low percentages in the la.boring categories. In the 
Skilled category the range was from 03 to 15.Lt-3. In the 
Semi-skilled category the range was from 03 to 7.73, 
and no one chose an occupation in the unskilled group. 
Most of those children choosing a skilled or semi-skilled 
occupation had fathers who were carpenters, plumbers, 
truck drivers or were similarly ei:m::>loyed, and their sons 
planned to follow in their fathers' occupations. 'nlis 
seemed to be true of the category Agriculture, Fishing, 
and Forestry. Most of the children in this category were 
boys whose fathers we.re farmers and they wanted to become 
fan11ers, too. 
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In the category Clerical and Sales there was a 
great deal of fluctuation, from t~3.53 in kindergarten 
to 3.23 in the seventh grade. This category included 
a wide variety of occupations so any definite conclusions 
regardin1, it were imnossible. 
The column "undecided" revealed a declining number 
from 26.1% in Kindergarten to 7.13 in the twelfth grade. 
This was ex9ected. Children who i:·rere in the twelfth 
grade were more likely to have had at least some 
occupational which they planned to enter than were the 
kindergarten children. 
Table 2 contained the data pertaining to children's 
educational plans. This table presented the data by 
grades and in three groups. The children ·who did not 
nlan to complete high school ·were in group one, Less than 
High School. The children who planned to finish high 
school, but not to ~e further were in group ti:vo, High 
School Degree. And those who nlanned to finish high 
school and to take additional Dost high-school training, 
whether it be 2.t a college or in business school or voca-
tional school or elsewhere, were grouned High School Plus. 
On this table, as on Table 1, there was an "undecided" 
column, but there were very few students tiho were. undecided--
only three, one in the first grade, and two in the second. 
The numbers were also small in the column Less than 
High School. Only one third-grader and tHo eir:hth-graders 
planned not to finish high school. This low figure was 
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possibly the result of no questionnaires having been sent 
to high school drop-outs. Also there was possibility that 
the tyoe of student ·who was a potential drop•out was also 
the kind t-iho would not return the questionnaire. 
'nl.e two columns, High School Degree and High School 
Degree Plus, contained the resnonses of most of the 
children. There was a great deal of fluctuation in the 
percentages in each of these two columns. In the High 
School column, the variation was from ll~. 3 in the eighth 
grade to 39.43 in the twelfth grade. Most of the percentages 
were between 203 and 303. In the High School Plus column, 
the figures varied from 69.93 to 81.63, or just over a 
ten percentage noint ran~e. 
Children of all ages in Frankfort seemed to have 
high educational as9irations. It is doubtful that 
three out of four Frankfort children do post high school 
work even though the results of the survey indicated 
that they have plans to do so. Possible, many of those 
not planning to attend school beyond high school did not 
retur'l'l their questionnaires. Never the less, the aspirations 
of those who were measured seemed to be high. 
The next group of data was contained in Tables 3 and 4. 
These two tables showed a breakdo'tm of the parents' occu-
pations and the parents' educational attainments, using 
the same categories and levels that we.re used for the 
children's choices. 
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Table 3 was a breakdmvn of parents' occupations 
by categories. The greatest number was in the category 
Clerical and Sales. This group, which contained 293 of 
the total reflected the great number of women who ·were 
currently employed or had been emnloyed as secretnries 
and salesclerks. The next largest group was the Semi-skilled 
group. Many parents ·were emnloyed by industries in the 
. . hb . to'"n or in neig oring to't'ms. The category Professional 
and :Managerial also he.d a si~nificant 16. 93. This figure 
't·Jas bolstered by the Dresence of a clinic at which many 
doctors and dentist.$"; were employed. The percentage in 
the Agriculture, Fishing, and Forestry category was a 
small 3. 83. ~·1hile there ·was farm 1€'..nd all around Frrnk-
fort, it was divided into big farms O't·med by a few families. 
Only fifteen parents, or 1.93 of the total, had an 
unskilled occupation. This fir;ure ·was low possibly 
due to the people's hesitating to list their accurrate 
job title if their job ·was unskilled, or in oart to a 
larger prooortion of un.skilled o."'rents having been among 
those vmose childr"'.n did not re tum their questionnaires. 
Table l~ was a br-eakdovm of the parents' educational 
attainments by use of the three levels. A little over 
one-third of the 1)a:rents had less education than completion 
of high school. Forty-one precent had a high school dinloma, 
and 21.23 had schooling beyond high school. These last two 
groups were higher than would be found in most small 
to't-ms. 'I'he 21. 2% figure was probably influenced by the 
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presence of the clinic. Possibly also the fact that 
Frankfort was within commuting distance to Chicago, 
Joliet, Chicago Heights, Park Forest, and Y\!lnkakee, and 
that many parents did commute, would make the percentages 
for these latter two groups disproDortionately represented 
in the returns of the questionnaires. 
The third group of data was the most significant 
in terms of the nurnoses of the study. The data in this 
group were a comparison of the children's choices and 
their parents' occupations and education. 
Table 5 was a comp.<?..rison of the children's occupa-
tional choices and their parents' occupations. In this 
table the numbers and percentages referred to those children 
choosing the same occupation in ¥ihich one or both of their 
parents was currently working. The tabulation was by 
Parent of the Same Sex, and Parent of the Opposite Sex. 
The majority of children choosing the same occupation 
as a parent had, chose the occupation of their parent of 
the s~me sex. Of the 447 children returning the questionnaire, 
only one child chose an occupation ~·;rhich a parent of the 
opposite sex had. Thus, there seemed to be a complete 
lack of positive vocational influence by the paJ..--ent of the 
opposite sex. The results were. different with regard to 
the parent of the same sex. There was a variation of from 
9.73 in the eleventh grade to 37.53 in the first grade. 
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This table seemed to support the previous claim that 
younger children are more strongly influenced by what 
their mother and father do for a living than are older 
children, and that children are more strongly influenced 
by the parent of their o~m sex, which probably should 
have been true if they are adequately adjusting to their 
nroper sex roles. 
The two final tables, seven and eight, were a 
comparison of the children's educational aspirations and 
their parents' educational attainment. Table 7 contained 
the data on the boys and Table 8 contained the data on the 
girls. 
Table 7 showed the number and percentage of boys 
whose educational olans out them at the same of the three 
levels as their fathers, the same levels as their mothers, 
higher than their fathers, higher than their mothers, 
lower than their fathers, lower than their mothers, higher 
than both of their parents, or lower than both of them. 
'lbe oercentage of bovs choosing.the same level as 
their father varied from 11.13 to 57.23. With the exception 
of the kindergarten children, the high school children 
seemed to have a significantly higher percentage than did 
the first eight grades. This seemed to be true for the 
percentages showing the same level as their. mothers, although 
in that catego!"1J the nercentages started to significantly 
increase about ei~hth grade. 
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There did, however, seem to be an evident trend. For 
the kindergarten through fifth-grade children, the 
percentage seemed steady, around 303. With the exception 
of the tenth gre.de, the percentage seemed to significantly 
decrease after fifth grade. The younger children seemed 
to be more strongly influenced by their parents to choose 
the same occupation as their parents', while the older 
children were less inclined to choose the same occupation. 
Table 6 presented an attempt to determine the 
relationship between the ~arents' occupations and the 
child's occupational choice in terms of the ty~e of work. 
'!he qictiona;:y of Occupational Titles categories were 
used. The child was included in the numbers and percentages 
of this chart if the occuoation he chose was in the same 
category as his parents' occupation. A larger number 
of children chose an occupation in the same category as a 
parent's occupation than chose the same occupation as 
their parents had. There were some children who chose an 
occuontion in the same category as their parent of the 
opposite sex, but only one third as many as chose one in 
the same category as their parent of the se.me sex. Here, 
as in the previous table, there was a trend toward higher 
percent~ges in kindergarten through fifth, and lower in 
the sixth through the twelfth, although there were more 
exceptions. This trend seemed to be true of both parents 
of the same sex and parents of the opposite sex. 
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In the column Higher than Father, the percentage 
ranged from 41.73 to 83.43. The trend in this comparison 
was that the percentages ran higher in the first eight 
grades. This was also true in the percentages in the 
Higher than Mother column. This seemed to indicate that 
the younger children were more likely to have higher 
aspirations than their parents, than were the older 
children. This was esnecially true in the Higher than 
Both column. Only six boys-out of the total had plans to 
get less education than either of their parents. The 
number of boys who planned to reach the same level as 
their fathers was close to the number planning to reach 
the same level as their mothers, 74 same as father, and 
60 same as mother. Likewise, the figures for Higher than 
Father, were close to the figures for Higher than Mother, 
143 to 158. As was to be expected, a few more chose 
Same as Father than chose Same as Mother, and a few more 
were Higher than Mother than were Higher than Father. 
Table 8 was similar to Table 7 except that it 
contained the data for the girls' educational plans as 
compared to their parents' education. 
As was the case with the boys, a few more girls 
were tabulated in Same as Father than Same as Mother, 
although not many more. '!he percentages fluctuated 
randomly from grade to grade; thus, little could be 
concluded from these figures. They varied in the Same 
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as Father column from 19.13 in the tenth grade to 47.63 
in the second grade. In the Same as Mother column they 
varied from 19J.3 in the tenth grade to 42.83 in the 
second and fifth grades. 
In the Higher than Father and Higher than Mother 
colunms the totals were nearly the same, lL~l to 138. 
Here, also, there was random fluctuation. In Higher than 
Father they varied from 57.3 in the second grade to 77.83 
in kindergarten. In the Higher than Mother, they varied 
from 52.L~in the second grade to 85.73 in the tenth grade. 
The numbers in Lo'ti-rer than Father and Lower than Mother 
were again very small. 
The most significant conclusion ~from these two 
tables, seven and eight, was that the children had high 
asDirations for becoming educated. A great many more 
boys ·".!.nd girLs ·wanted to get more education than their 
parents, than wanted to get the same education as their 
parents. Very few. were willing to stop with less 
education than either of their parents had. 
This concludes the interpretation of the data 
obtained from this study. A few significa1i.t conclusions 
were possible, thus shedding some light on the relationship 
which existed between parent and child in the child's 
making of occupational choices and educational plans. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOM'MENDATIONS 
~ry 
'!his study was designed to study the relationship 
betveen parental occupations and educational attain~ent, 
and the occupational choices and educational plans of 
their children. 
The group chosen for this study were the children 
of Frankfort, Illinois, kindergarten through twelfth 
grade, in hopes of gaining a broader picture. 
Th.is study was conducted during the early part of 
January, 1966. 
Conclusions 
1. More children of all ages seemed to prefer the 
Professional and Managerial occu9ations than 
preferred the other types of occupations, 
although Service occupations and Clerical and 
Sa1es occupations also were frequently chosen. 
2. Very few children were interested in the laboring 
occupations, especially those occupations that 
were classified as Semi-skilled or unskilled. 
3. Very few children were influenced to choose the 
occupation which their parent of the opposite 
sex had. 
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4. Younger children T~re more likely to choose the 
same occupation or an occupation in the same 
category as their parents, than were the older 
children. 
5. Very few children have educational aspirations 
which would take them to a lower level than 
their parents attained. 
6. The majority of the children had educational 
aspirations which surpassed their parents' 
educational attainments. 
Recommendations 
It is hoped that this study may have shed some light 
on the factor of oarental influence in the process of 
occupational choice and educational planning. However, 
further exploration of other possible factors influencing 
the child's occuoational choice is necessary and should be 
of value to the vocational counselor who is trying to guide 
the child into occunations for which he is best suited. 
A survey of the research which has been done in the 
area of occupational selection reveals that very little 
has been done. It seems that this is an area rich with 
nossibilities for further research. 

APPENDIX 
Dear Parent, 
Frankfort Grade School is cooperating in a research study 
which will study the vocational choices of children of all ages in our 
community. 
We would appreciate your assistance in making this research 
study a success. We ask that you and your child complete the accom-
panying form. The first six questions are for your child to answer 
and the last seven are for you to answer. If you have more than one 
child, we need a separate form for each of them. 
Please do not sign your name or your childts name anywhere 
on the form! 
We thank you for your cooperation in this project. Please 
detach and return the form to school by no later than January 6, 1966. 
Sincerely, 
Leroy Olson, Principal 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
Your answers to the following questions are needed as data for a research 
study. Please answer all of the 18 questions. 
1. Your age ___ years ___ months. 
2. Your sex male female. 
--- --~ 
3. Your grade or class in school------------
4. Do you plan to finish high school? 
5. Do you plan to attend college? 
6. What would you like to be when you finish going to school? (lawyer, farmer, 
mechanic, etc.) First choice , other choices 
----------- ---------
7. What do you expect that you will be when you finish going to school? 
8. What is your father's occupation? 
9. How many years of schooling did your father complete? Circle one of the 
following: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 16+ 
10. What is your mother's occupation? 
11. How many years of schooling did she complete? Circle one of the following: 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 16+ 
12. If your mother is not now employed, what was her previous occupation? 
13. How old is your mother? 
14. How old is your father? 
15. Does your father work outside of Frankfort? ___ yes no 
---
16. If the answer to the above question is yes, how far from Frankfort does he 
work? 
17. Does your mother work outside of Frankfort? ___ yes no 
---
18. If the answer to the above question is yes, how far from Frankfort does 
she work? 
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Dear Lincoln- Way Student: 
University Apartment 64 
Eastern Illinois University 
Charleston, Illinois 
I am conducting a research study for my Master's Thesis at 
Eastern Illinois University. In order to complete this project, I need 
you to complete the accompanying form. 
Please fill in the information requested and mail the form to 
me in the self-addressed stamped envelope. 
I greatly appreciate your cooperation in filling out this form. 
Please return the form as quickly as possible. 
Please do not sign your name anywhere on the form! 
Sine erel y yours, 
Kay Van Rheeden 
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TABLE A 
QUESTIONNAIP..ES DISTRIBtrrED AND RETURNED BY GRADES 
; ; 
Grade 1 
~ 
I . NUnt'ber Distributed j Number Returned Per cent in School 
,l !) Kinder- I i garten 39 23 I I ~ First 39 32 ~ ~. ~ ~ ,l 
Second 60 l 52 a l' 
~ ~ ~ t '!bird 42 38 
I i Fourth 39 i 37 , ~ Fifth 46 ~ 44 ~ 
a 
Sixth 45 l 33 i 
Seventh 40 l 31 ' ),
~ 
Eighth 42 i 35 l 
Ninth ~ 29 
Tenth 205 32 
Eleventh 33 
Twelfth 28 
Total 599 447 
* It was not possible to obtain the information on the 
number of questionnaires distributed by grades in the 
high school, thus, only the total distributed was 
given above for the high school students. 
59 
82 
87 
90 
95 
96 
73 
17 
83 
60 
75 
TABLE B 
NUMBER OF QUESTIONNAIRES P.ETURNED BY SEX 
i 
Grade j in Males Females 
School l Kinder-
• garten 14 ~ 9 i 
First 12 ~ t 20 
Second 31 f 21 l ~ 
'lhird 16 22 
Fourth 20 17 
Fi£th ~' 23 21 
' ~ 
sucth 19 7~ ;; 14 
f ~· 
Seventh 18 R: 13 ii 
' 
~'. 
Eighth 22 :1 13 ~<:· ,.;.: 
' ~ 
Ninth t,: 12 ·~ 17 
£ ~ 
< ·~ 
Tenth l 11 ii 21 ~ f 
~y ~ ~' 
Eleventh ·~ 15 ,: 18 1! ~ I ~-?~ 
Tvrelfth f 13 I 15 " .I' ~ '~ ! 
~ i 
Total ~ 224 f::~ 223 4 i'l, 
TABLE C 
CHILDREN'S OCCUPATION.A.L CHOICES 
Girls 
occupation 
teacher 
nurse 
monmy 
occupation 
Girls 
teacher 
nurse 
housetiri.f e 
beautician 
Kindergarten 
Boys 
number occupation 
three contractor 
five scientist 
one logger 
policeman 
Sinbad the 
Sailor 
farmer 
Grade One 
Boys 
number occupation 
eight farmer 
six builder 
one caroe.nter 
one noliceman 
mechanic 
spaceman 
doctor 
number 
one 
one 
one 
four 
one 
one 
number 
three 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
Girls 
occupation 
church teacher 
baby doctor 
teacher 
nurse 
secretary 
stewardess 
ballet dancer 
horse trainer 
nun 
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Grade Two 
number 
one 
one 
six 
five 
two 
one 
one 
one 
one 
occueation 
construction 
engineer 
farmer 
mechanic 
carnenter 
truck driver 
inventor 
pilot 
doctor 
teacher 
veterinarian 
ooliceman 
football player 
fireman 
bus driver 
lawyer 
road builder 
dentist 
body and fender 
man 
Grade Three 
Girls 
occu12ation 
teacher 
housewife 
number 
nurse 
singer 
dental assistant 
secretary 
ten 
three 
five 
one 
one 
one 
occupation 
farmer 
singer 
bird scientist 
mechanic 
physician 
lawyer 
carpenter 
policeman 
number 
one 
i:W'O 
three 
three 
t\-JO 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
two 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
number 
four 
one 
one 
one 
two 
one 
one 
one 
Girls 
occupation 
teacher 
secretary 
nurse 
farmer 
waitress 
lmzyer 
Girls 
occupations 
teacher 
nurse 
stewardess 
singer 
housewife 
farmer 
beautician 
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Grade Four 
number 
seven 
three 
two 
one 
one 
one 
Boys 
o~cupation number 
truck driver two 
pilot one 
doctor five 
locomotive 
engineer one 
teacher three 
priest one 
mechanic three 
football player one 
real estate 
agent one 
architect one 
baseball player one 
Grade Five 
number 
fourteen 
one 
one 
one 
two 
one 
one 
Boys 
occupa~ion~ number 
farmer four 
mechanic one 
policeman two 
redi-mix cx-m.er one 
doctor one 
banker one 
football player one 
draftsman one 
pilot one 
rancher one 
scientist one 
truck driver three 
electrical one 
engineer 
teacher 
lawyer 
one 
one 
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Grade Six 
Girls Boys 
occupation number occupation number 
teacher four magician one 
stewardess one rancher one 
beautician one farmer two 
nurse six football player one 
house·wife one archeologist one 
WAVE one doctor two 
engineer one 
lat..;ryer three 
Pilot two 
coach one 
dentist one 
Grade Seven 
Girls Boys 
occupation number 
--
occupation number 
clerk one teacher one 
teacher four mechanic three 
housewife one lawyer one 
secretary two doctor five 
zoologist one architect two 
nurse one railroad brakeman one 
doctor one truck driver one 
mil1-ionaire one Dilot one 
minister one 
farmer one 
Girls 
o_ccupation 
beautician 
teacher 
nurse 
peace corp 
secretary 
artist 
minister 
ste:wardess 
Girls 
occupation 
nurse 
service 
singer 
beautician 
teacher 
architect 
veterinarian 
secretary 
interior 
decorator 
Grade Eighj;_ 
number 
one 
three 
three 
one 
two 
one 
one 
one 
Grade Nine 
C?_ccupation nu.."!lber 
commercial artist one 
farmer two 
army engineer one 
mechanical engineer one 
chemical engineer one 
I.B.M. Operator one 
doctor one 
geologist one 
teacher two 
pilot one 
lawyer one 
missionary one 
nolitician one 
machinest one 
architect one 
car dealer one 
service officer one 
mechanic tivo 
car designer one 
Boys 
number occupation number 
two rancher one 
one equine one 
one technologist 
two radio announcer one 
three dentist one 
one farmer one 
one teacher one 
three pool player one 
one athlete one 
engineer one 
Girls 
occupatio.!l 
nurse 
teacher 
landsca'.)er 
secretary 
beautician 
doctor 
stewardess 
diplomatic 
corp 
Girls 
occu2ation 
I.B.M. operator 
teacher 
performer 
nurse 
fashion 
coordinator 
secretary 
beautician 
stewardess 
archeologist 
number 
one 
ten 
one 
one 
two 
one 
two 
one 
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Grade Ten 
Box:s 
occupation 
design engineer 
teacher 
farmer 
pilot 
bookkeeper 
marine biologist 
athlete 
Grade Eleven 
Bors 
number occu2ation 
one electrical 
four engineer 
one f orestor 
one pilot 
one mechanic 
agricultural 
three f ieldman 
three conservationist 
two navy 
one £armer 
business 
engineer 
advertising 
consultant 
baseball player 
teacher 
micro-biologist 
number 
one 
two 
three 
one 
one 
one 
one 
number 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
two 
one 
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Grade Twelve 
Girls Boys 
occupations number o,ccupation!. number 
nurse one truck driver one 
airline one teacher two 
reservationist accountant one 
dental one construction one 
assistant engineer 
secretary . f orestor one SJ.X 
public relations one navigator one 
director psychologist one 
teacher three doctor one 
beautician one mechanic one 
engineer one 
business one 
administrator 
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INFOHMATION ABOUT FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS 
Frankfort, Illinois, a village of 1500 9eople, is 
located in Will County, approximately 37 miles southwe.st 
of Chicago, Illinois. The community was founded in 1855 
by people of German nationality. Fonnerly the people 
were primarily retired people tvho had been born in 
Frankfort. In the ten year period between 1955-1965 
it doubled its size due to an influx of factory 1>10rkers 
who com:nute to Chicago and its suburbs to work. 
Frankfort has two elementary schools, Frankfort 
Grade School and Chelsea, with a combined enrollment 
of about 400 students. Frankfort students in grades nine 
through twelve attend a com..~unity high school, Lincoln-Way 
Community High School, of 1200 students, along with the 
students of three other towns; Mokena, Ne·w· Lenox, and 
Manhattan. 
Frankfort has two weekly newspapers, The Frankfort Times 
and The Frankfort Leader. It has five protestant churches 
and one Catholic church. 
Frankfort has a municipal water system which uses 
wells for its source. It has a city sewer system. It is 
served by Commonwealth Edison, Northern Illinois Gas Company, 
and Illinois Bell Telephone Company. 
Frankfort has t"t\10 railroads; the New York Central, and 
the Elgin, Joliet, and Erie Railroad. It has one bus line, 
the Gold Star Line. Two major highways pass through 
Frankfort; U.S. 30- and U.S. 45. 
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Frankfort is served by the thirty-two businesses, 
and the seven major industrial finns which follow. 
Businesses 
Frankfort Grain Company 
Frankfort Hardware 
Frankfort T. v. Clinic 
B.and M. Lumber Company 
Gotha Machine Shop 
Wagon t.Jh.eel Car Service 
Warning Oil Company 
Warning Chevrolet 
Cooper Show Ford 
Frankfort Barber Shoo 
Frankfort State Bank~ 
Frankfort Bowling Lanes 
Sangmeister Electric 
Hedges Clinic 
Frankfort Dental Clinic 
Baughman Tavern 
Gracie' s Tavern 
Ritt's Restaurant 
Oasis Restaurant 
Standard Oil Company Station 
Phillips 66 Service Station 
Texaco· Service Station 
Tate 's Cool Corner 
A and W Root Beer Stand 
Lambrecht Real Estate Agency 
Baumgartner Construction Company 
Frankfort State Bank 
Mark's Suoe rmart 
Frankfort~Airport 
Veterinarian Clinic 
Prestwick Country Club 
Industries 
Superior :Match Company 
Standard Industrial Compounds 
K and K Concrete 
S and S Sink Tops 
Tri-Stone Cut Stone Company 
~lestlund Wholesale 
Mobil Foam Products 
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